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1. Name
histaric The Palace Clothing Company Building
and/or common
2. Locatlion
street & number 1126-1128 G RAND AVE. ____ not for publication
city, town Kansas City _.— vicinity of
state Misscuri code 29 county Jackscn code 095
3. Classification -
Category Ownership Siatus Present Use
— district — public —_ occupied —_ agriculture —_ museum
& building(s) _*X private X unoccupied _X_ commercial ___ park
- structure -—— hath X work in progress — educational — private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible — - entertainment ___ religious
e Object —— in process — yes: restricted - government —_.. scientific
__ being considered X yes: unrestricted —— industriat ___\transportation
X N/A ___.no ___ military —m— Other:
4. Owner of Property
name Palace Associates
street & number 2520 Commerce Tower, 911 Main Street
city, town Ransas City _._ vicinity of state Misscuri 64105
5. Location of Legai Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, stc. Ci+tv Hall
street 4 numoer 1.4 East 1LZth 3Zzrest
city, town Xansas Citv state Missouri £4163
- u . - - Al Y : X

5. mepreseniaiion in £Xisting Surveys
title Tardmarics Commissicon tas this dragernty deen defermined 2figible? ___ yes _2_ no
date ~ = __ euerat siata - Iouny . ocal

zencsitgry ior survey racorgs

-‘:t‘f. wwa LANESE3S A iare R




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

—  exceilent __ deteriorated ____ unaltered X original site
X good w—— ruins X altered —.._ moved date
—. fair — unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The mottled terra-cotta and tapestry brick, seven story (plus mezzanine)
structure ccmpletad in December, 1924 wis designed by Xansas City arch-
itect Frederic E. McIlvain (1873-1927). Measuring 87 feet by 115 feet,
the building extends four large bays on Grand Avenue and six large bhays
on Twelfth Street. Constructicon of the building is composite: the basic
frame is of iron beams clad in concrete and a pan joist concrete floor.
Roof type is flat with tar and gravel. (photo #1)

In 1972, The Palace Clothing Company Building was covered in gold anodized
aluminum sheathing. Original spandrels were covered with black, metal
grilles and canopies were constructed over the entrances on Grand Avenue
and East Twelfth Streetr. To make an extra story of rental space, the mez-
zanine was floored in. Architects of the 1972 remcdeling were R. Lindsay
BEein and Uri Seiden Associates. Metropolitan Construction Company was the
general contractor. 2 {(photo #2)

The metal exterior skin has just recently been removed, revealing the 1924
facade which can be described as follows: A two storv, commercial base is
established by richly ornamented, terra-cotta faced piers that originate

from polished, gray-rose granite bases. {photo #3) Above the second
story, a belt course separates the commercial base from the remaining six
story shaft. (photo #4) BAbove the belt course, the piers, which are

edged with spiral colonnettes, terminate below a low, flat cornice.3 (photo
#3) Large, slightly recessed Chicago styled, tripartite windows articulate
the south and east elevations and are separated by rectilinear, "diaper-work
spandrels. (photo #1) Recessed entryways articulate the street level on
the east side of the structure. Details found in a photo of the 1924

facade that no longer exist are the balustrades of iron and brass, articulat
ing the mezzanine level. (Photo #5)

Exterior Condition:
see appendix A, pp. 1-2.

Interior Condition:

Interior detalls have all but vanished under the extensive remodel+ng
The original drawings reveal that an arcade, mezzanine balcony and over-
all ceramic tile floor patterns were designed but have been destroyed

or wera never bulilt.
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-——Check and justify below

__ prehistoric ____ archeclogy-prehistoric ___ community planning ____ landscape architecture ____ religion

__ 14001489 ___ archeology-historic ...._ conservation e law ____ science

__ 1500-1599 ___ agriculture ___ economics . literature . scuipture

___1600~1659 _x architecture — . education — military — social/

—. 17001798 ___ an ____engineering —_ music humanitarian

18001898 X commerce — . exploration/settiement ___ philosophy e theater

£ 1800- . communications —industry .. potitics/government ____ transportation
— ... invention -—_. ather (specity)

Specific dates Builder/Architect

1324

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Frederic E. MclIlvain

The Palace Clothing Company Building is eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places according to criteria A and C and
is significant in the following areas: ARCHITECTURE: Designed in 1924
by Kansas City architect Frederic E. McIlvain, the seven story structure
is one of the most expressive examples of Chicago style architecture in
Kansas City because its form so clearly expresses the utilitarian and
structural function of the building. By emphasizing openness and
mass, the design also points to the elegance and flexibility of the
"neutral cage". COMMERCE: The Palace Clothing Company, established
in 1893 in Kansas City by Henry A. Guettel and Henry A. Auerbach
became one of the largest clothing stores of its kind in the West>
one of the nation's most outstanding stores merchandising men's and
boy's clothing.® Since 1921, the business grew from a one and a hailf
million dollar volume to more than six millign dollars of business
before the company closed its doors in 1964.

and

Iowa-born Henry A. Guettel (1866-1921), while working for a prominent
wholesale clothier in Chicago, met his future brother-in-law and co-
partner of the Palace Clothing Company, Henry A. Auerbach. It was in
1888 that Guettel and Auerbach formed a partnership and established the
first Palace Clothing Company in Topeka, Kansas. Continually consider-
ing expansion, Guettel and Auerbach explored the business district in
Kansas City and in 1893 purchased, coincidentally, the Palace Clothing
Store, located at 909 Main. This became their first affiliate business.
In 1921, they purchased the Ridge Property, which housed the Palace
Clothing business and changed its name to the Palace Building. During
those twenty-eight years, because continued growth necessitated sub-
stantial remodeling and expansion, the Palace Clothing Company had
become one of the largest clothing stores in the country, with front-
age of 275 feet. Guettel and Auerbach had also cpened two more affil-

iate locations; one in Emporia, Kansas (1899) and ancther in St. Josevh,
Missouri (1901).8

Ausrbach had rsmained in Torekz maniging the oDarsns ompany, wihiisz
Cuettel was aeralded "a Irszat 2icnesr merchant I Xansas :_tf"a

Guettel nhad no geers as a merchant. Iven aftsr his death in 1321, when
the Guettel family had purchased the Auerbach intersst ind Henrv's scn
Arthur Secamsz rtrasident oI the company. =hs Palacs Clothing Company
remained one OF tHhe MOST ToOSTErsus :la:ning susinessas in Xansas oizv. oo
In 1224, ArThur Zusettel fncss 1 nsw 3iT2 I2r 113 susiness, zeciuse —he
ilat: Strast irsza, Lasnllke Frapnd AvVenus was ac longsr The lercantila
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center of town. Situated on the northwest corner of Twelfth and Grand
Street, the prestigious new building was located in an area of prominent
retail merchandisers: Woolf Brothers; Emery, Bird, Thayer Company:

the Jones Store Company and Rothchilds.

The Building Design

The seven story (plus mezzanine), mottled terra-cotta Palace Clothing
Company building, designed by Frederic E. McIlvain, has its roots in the
Chicago School of architecture. More pure than the Gumbel Building
(John W. McKecknie, 1903-04), the structure is logical in plan and mem-
orable for its simplicity and power. The dominance of glass and the
mottled terra-cotta emphasize the openness of surface and lightness

of construction---discernible traits of the "neutral cage" design.

The cage form was inherent in the nature of commercial
buildings...the reduction in weight achieved by metal
framing, allowed increased height, the reduction of wall
surface permitted more glass area and thus better light-
ing, and the reduction in structural elements made for
greater flexibility in the use of interior space, while the
lower cost and speedier constructicon were decided econcmic
advantages.

McIlvain's design also reveals an understanding of the capability of
materials, a sense of harmony and proportion, but best of all, he
combined his knowledge of the architectural past with his own aesthetic
sensitivities and arrived at a personal systhesis.

Conclusion:

After operating a success‘ul business that amploved over 500 peovle
throughout eight stores 4, Arthur Guettel retired in 1964, closing the
Kansas City location. The building at Twelfth and Grand Avenue remained
vacant until 1972 when the building was ramodeled "to comply with recent
changes in architecture", covering McIlvain's original design.

The rzano vatwoq of The Palace Clothing Companv Building would maks tzxe
St:dCtJ a _,cal coint 2f an important section of Grand Avenue. (thils
is = or thoroucghfars =0 “he <ivis centar), and weuld vra-a2stskliish 123
histor ic and aec—tetic importance. Recent downtown Xansgas City ra-
vitalization slans include the rznovation of the 3Boley 3uilding {(Louls
S. Curtiss, 1203-09) and the Bonfils Building {Fradericik C. Gunn, 1223),
twe nistorically signifizaznt structurss dirsczlv 20 the west and Tounl
22 The 2zlacs llozhiag 3uilding, rsspectivelry. It L3 signiIizant o
nchte =hat Tresderis I, MeIlwain assisesd =hs Si-m 22 Zunn and Cur=iss

Izr ovar a degcadeg; zThus iz fanoovatlicn 372 The Falaics would Icmni=sTa ain
nizToric 42riad 27 3truociuras, rscalling ths strangTihs oand _:aginati::
2% an =2ra oI zrzshiteccuarzl design. ) -
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9. Major Bibliographical References

See Continuation Sheet.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property __1€8s than one acre
Quadrangle name _KANSAS CITY, MO-KANS. Quadrangle scale 1 324,000

UTM References
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Verbal boundary description and Justification '
Plat 0le66, parcel 079, Swope's Addition, lot 85. The Palace Clothing

Company building fronts 87 feet along the west side of Grand Avenue,
and 115 feet along the north side of Twelfth Street.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code - county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameititte 1. Cydney Millstein Architectural and Art Historical Research
organization date 17 October 1984

street & number FPOst Office Box 2146 tetephone 816/474-7806

city or town Kansas City . state Missouri 64142

12. State Historic Preservatlon Officer Certlflcatlon

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is.

X
—_..— hational ——- State - local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated _
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
State Historic Preservation Officer signature \\/f’/ £t A S o

John Karel, Director & Depufy/ Stete H:Lstdr:\.c Preservaticn
title Officer, Division of Parks and Historic Preservation  date ]/ - 07?- fﬁ/

For NPS- use only:. . : Tl Cre
| hereby certity: that thls property»ls,inciuded in the- National Registerx
' S date
Keeper of _the'National' Register: , >
Attest: date

Chief of Registration.
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Notes:

1Western Contractor, 20 february 1924, pn. 42.
zKansas City Star, 16 April 1972, p. 158E.

3McIlvain's original design allowed for the addition aof two to three
Floors, which explains the relatively small cornice.

“Kansas City Star, 7 December 1924, p. 5A.

5‘Nalter P. Tracy, Kansas City and Its One Hundred fForemost Men,
{[Kangas City]: By the Author, [1925]), pp. 106-07.
Kansas City Star, 7 December 1924, p. 5A,

7Dick Fowler, Leaders in Our Town, (Kansas City: Burd and Fletcher,
nd), p. 177.

8Tracy, pp. 106-07.
PKansas Citv Star, 7 December 1924, p. SA.

1DKansas City Star, 19 August 1927, np.; Kansas City Star, 19 Nov-
embeg119a5, ng. o

Milton W, Brown, Sam Hunter, et i;} American Art, (New York: Harry
N. Abrams, 1979), p. 258. ] £,

12

Fowler, pp. 177-178.
13

Kansas City Star, 16 April 1972, p. 16 E.
14

McIlvain's career in Kansas City as listed in the Kansas City
Oirectory, from 1893 to 1907.

Ma jor Bibliographical References:

Brown, Milton, and Hunter, 5am, et al. American Art. New York:
Harry N, Abrams, 1979.

Creel. Gearge and Slavens, lonn. Men Who Are Making «ansas Ciinv,
{ansas Ciliv: +Hugson Ximberel.lv, 1702,
fawier, Dici Lzaderas In TJuc Town <znsas City Jurs ana ¢ latonarc, nd
Lansas Cityv Chapter o7 ®ne 4dmerican [nstituba 2F Arcnizacts “3n3as
iz Xansas Zi:z 174, 13709 T
Tracv, Nali2p 2 {aznzas -.: ana Log Ine Hynorea Ta2remgsc den 23383
Cits 3 Ehe dutnor. FI5
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2. James M. Denny, Cnief of Survey and
Registration Section and State
Contact Person

Historic Preservation Program

Department of datural Resources

P.0. Box 176 November 15, 1984
1915 Southridge Drive (314) 7514096
Jefferson City Missouri £5201
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THE PALACE CLOTHING COMPANY BUILDING
1126-1128 Grand Avenue
™ Kansas City, Jackson County, Missouri

U.S5.G.S. 7.5 Scale 1:24,000

Kansas City, MO-KANS Quandrangle 7
(Photocopied 197081975)
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